
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:    PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
FROM:  DAVID F. EOFF IV, ASSOCIATE PLANNER 
 
DATE:   APRIL 18, 2016 
 
SUBJECT:  UPDATE ON THE OPERATION STATUS AND COMPLIANCE WITH 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 95-1 FOR THE ROUTE 66 ROADHOUSE & 
TAVERN LOCATED AT 1846 HUNTINGTON DRIVE  

 
In early 2015, the Public Safety Department and the LA County Sheriff’s Department informed 
Staff that the Route 66 Roadhouse and Tavern was experiencing a high rate of law enforcement 
calls for service. According to a law enforcement activities report at the time, roughly 75 calls for 
law enforcement services occurred at the Route 66 bar dating back to 2010.  These service calls 
were related to burglary alarms, vehicle and personal theft, response to loitering, or response to 
patron and/or business owner disputes.  Disputes were often a result of disagreements or 
intoxication, and usually lead to physical altercations and even assault with a deadly weapon. 
Based on this, Staff and Public Safety reviewed the conditions of approval associated with the 
Route 66 business conditional use permit (CUP 95-1), inspected the location for compliance, and 
found a number of violations on the property. Examples of the violations included 
inadequate/improper exterior lighting, stored recreation vehicles being used as a residence, 
numerous large gatherings and outdoor events, repeated problems associated with the sale of 
alcohol, and other violations of the Duarte Municipal Code in addition to the excessive calls for 
law enforcement service. As such, Staff determined it was reasonable to initiate the modification 
process.   
 
Working together with the Public Safety Department, Staff proposed a modification to several of the 
existing conditions of approval and the addition of several new conditions to create a new set of 
standards for the Route 66 business to comply with.  These conditions were designed to address 
many of the violations and detrimental activity at the business while creating a safe and orderly 
operation.  The modifications were presented to the Planning Commission at a regular scheduled 
meeting on June 15, 2015 and approved through PC Resolution 15-04.  The business owner 
appealed the Planning Commission’s decision to the City Council and requested a change to one of 
the conditions of approval.  After reviewing the CUP modifications and the business owners appeal, 
the City Council adopted Resolution 15-R-18 on September 8, 2015, upholding the appeal and 
approving the revised conditions to the CUP.  The Route 66 business is now required to comply with 
the revised set of conditions of approval (Exhibit A) to remain in operation.   
 
Community Development and Public Safety have assisted the business owner with understanding 
and addressing each of the conditions of approval.  Several meetings involving the business owner, 
contractors, engineers, and designers have occurred at City Hall and at the business to discuss the 
CUP requirements. The most notable and also time sensitive conditions include new security 
measures, new lighting upgrades, and a six-month review.   
 
The business owner was given thirty (30) days from the date of the City Council decision to provide a 
security plan to the Public Safety Department for review. This established a deadline of October 8, 
2015.  The business owner was also given sixty (60) days from the date of the City Council decision 
to provide a lighting plan to the Community Development Department for review.  This established a 



deadline of November 9, 2015.  Written correspondence with reminders of these time sensitive 
conditions, deadlines, and consequences of noncompliance were provided to the business owner.  
 
The six-month review was necessary to ensure the revised conditions were sufficient for the business 
operation. During the six-month period the Public Safety Department and Community Development 
Department worked together to monitor the activity on the property and verify fulfillment of the 
required conditions. There have been numerous site inspections and regular interior and exterior 
inspections of the building by a Sheriff deputy. The conditions included on-going operational 
requirements and others needing immediate action.  Currently, the following items have been 
completed or are no longer occurring: 
 
• Condition 4 - Security Plan. Although the deadline was not met, the business owner submitted a 

security plan with details on the security personnel and the closed circuit surveillance camera 
system on April 7, 2016. The plan is currently under review.  
 

• Condition 6 - RV Storage.  The recreation vehicle that was being used a residence was promptly 
removed.  Compliance with the condition was observed during a site inspection following the 
Planning Commission meeting on September 9, 2015. 

 
• Condition 8 - Special Events.  In the past there have been several occurrences where large 

groups associated with notable motorcycle clubs have been observed at the Route 66 bar 
partaking in special events involving outdoor music, outdoor cooking, and canopy structures 
without a special event permit/approval.  Condition 8 was included as part of the modification to 
ensure the proper procedures and security measures are in place if large gatherings occurred in 
the future.  Since the approval of the modification, no special events have occurred and no 
requests have been submitted.  

 
The lighting plan and installation of penal code signage remain outstanding.  During recent 
discussion, the business owner and contractor indicated they’re in the process of finalizing the lighting 
plan and obtaining the required signage.  The operational conditions such as keeping all activities 
inside, prohibiting outdoor storage, maintaining a clean parking lot, complying with other outside 
agencies, and complying with the entertainment restrictions were also monitored during the six month 
review; no reportable complaints are issues have been noted.  The CUP modification was also fueled 
by the excessive law enforcement activity occurring at the business.  The high rate and nature of 
these calls created an undesirable operation within the community and undue toll on law enforcement 
resources.  Since the six-month review there have not been any major law enforcement related issues 
at the business.  
 
In summary, the current operation is not in compliance with the CUP, as the business owner has not 
adequately addressed condition 3 and condition 7.  Staff has provided regular input to the business 
owner and has sent letters addressing non-compliance on three occasions since October 2015. Staff 
is not requesting the Planning Commission take any action at this time.  Over the past couple weeks 
the business owner has made an effort to meet the requirements of the CUP.  Staff will continue to 
work with the business owner to ensure all the conditions of approval are complied with in a timely 
manner.  Staff’s suggestion to the Commission is that the owner be given until July 31, 2016 to fully 
comply with all conditions.  If full compliance has not occurred by this time, a revocation hearing will 
be scheduled for the August Planning Commission meeting.   
 
Attachments 
Exhibit A: City Council Resolution 15-R-18, with Conditions of Approval 
Exhibit B: Six-Month Timeline of Events  
 



David Eoff
EXHIBIT A
City Council Resolution 15-R-18

















Exhibit B - Timeline of Events 
CUP 95-1 Route 66 Roadhouse & Tavern 
Planning Commission Six-Month Update 

 
Date Event 

Sept. 10, 2015 

• Meeting with Betty Barnes (business owner) to discuss COA’s, and façade 
improvements 

 
• Site Inspection - RV trailer removed from the property (COA #6) 

Sept. 14, 2015 

• Formal action letter for City Council decision mailed to business owner and property 
owner 

 
• Met with business owner contractor to discuss façade changes and COA’s 

Sept. 15, 2015 • Copy of City Council action letter provided to Public Safety for their records 

Sept. 17, 2015 

• Façade improvements to building on-going (paint, gen. maintenance) met with 
contractor at job site 

 
• Unpermitted electrical previously installed at property was removed, not allowed to be 

reinstalled 

Sept. 21, 2015 • Met with contractor to discuss COA’s and upcoming deadline for security plan 

Oct. 13, 2015 

• Follow up letter #1 mailed to business owner and property owner - reminder of COA’s 
compliance  

 
• Deadline for submitting security plan was missed - Oct. 8, 2015 

Oct. 19, 2015 
• Met with contractor and engineer to discuss: lighting plan requirements, surveillance 

cameras (security plan), deadline for security plan, and upcoming deadline for 
lighting plan 

Nov. 11, 2015 

• Follow up letter #2 mailed to business owner and property owner - reminder of COA 
compliance 

 
• Deadline for submitted lighting plan was missed - Nov. 9, 2015 
 
• Security plan still not submitted (due Oct. 8, 2015) 

Feb. 29, 2016 • Follow up letter #3 mailed to business owner and property owner - reminder of COA 
compliance and upcoming six-month review 

Mar. 23, 2016 • Met with business owner, new contractor, and new designer to discuss COA 
Apr. 7, 2016 • Security plan submitted; Currently under review 
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